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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-9, 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Katz etal (US 6,055,513). 

With respect to claims 1 and 7 Katz teaches a system and a method enabling 
conditional delivery of commerce-related information, comprising: 

receiving from a user an identification of a product or service (Fig. 4, 140, where 
"caller" reads on user, Fig. 8, 280 teaches ID Col. 2, 44-47, where "item number" 
reads on identification of product and Col. 25 , line 11-22) , wherein the product or 
service is the subject of a broadcast; 

receiving from the user at least one condition under which the user desires to 
receive additional information relating to the product or service (Fig. 7, 242 where 
teaches collecting inputs for up sale computation and 260 teaches user makes 
decision and Col. 18, lines 2-15 ); 

receiving a user identification corresponding to the user (Col. 21, lines 33-38 
and Col. 22, lines 7-10); 
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storing the identification of the product or service and the at least one condition in 
association with the user identification (Fig. 3, 112 and Col. 16, lines 64-67 and Col. 
17, lines 1-2); 

after receiving additional information relating to the product or service, assessing 
whether the at least one condition is satisfied (Fig. 7, 242, Fig. 10 and Col. 26, lines 4- 
11); and 

conditionally providing the additional information to the user, if the at least one 
condition is satisfied (Fig. 7, 260, Col. 27, lines 6-21) 

In addition to claim 7, Katz teaches additional limitation of claim 1, wherein a 
user account database storing use account information associated with plurality of users 
(Fig. 6, 330 and Col. 9, lines 65-67 and Col. 10, line 1); scan the user account 
database to determine whether the at least one message satisfies the condition 
imposed by user (Fig. 10) 

With respect to claim 2, Katz teaches all elements of claim 1 . Furthermore, Katz 
teaches a method further comprising a transaction processing system operative to 
receive product orders from users (Fig.4, 140) and process payment transactions (Fig. 
5, 210, 212 and 214) and . 

With respect to claim 3, Katz teaches all elements of claim 1 . Furthermore, Katz 
teaches a method further comprising a call center comprising at least one call station 
assisting a live agent to handle calls from users (Fig. 3, 40 where teaches call center, 
42, live operator, Col. 12, lines 39-44 and Col. 16, lines 23-31) and . 
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With respect to claim 4, Katz teaches all elements of claim 1 . Furthermore, Katz 
teaches a method further comprising: 

an interactive voice response system to receive and transmit data over a 
telecommunications network (Col. 16, lines 52-54 and Col. 26, lines 38-40, where 
"website" reads on telecommunications network), 

the interactive voice response system providing the interface by which users 
access the message management module (Col. 27, lines 22-35). 

With respect to claim 5, Katz teaches all elements of claims 1 and 4. 
Furthermore, Katz teaches a method wherein the interactive voice response system 
includes automatic number identification (AN I) functionality, allowing identification of 
telephone numbers associated with incoming calls and wherein identified telephone 
numbers are used to identify users and retrieve user account information from the user 
account databasefCo/. 9, lines 29-42). 

With respect to claim 6 , Katz teaches all elements of claim 1 . Furthermore, Katz 
teaches a method wherein the at least one message is an electronic coupon (Fig. 9, 
and Col. 27, lines 16-21). 

Katz addressed the majority of claim 8 limitations in claims 1 and 4. Additionally, 
Katz teaches a broadcast signal monitoring unit operative to detect message codes in a 
broadcast signal {Fig. 9 and Col. 27, lines 2-13, where teaches the existence of the 
"product/service" reads on message and inherent product identification). 



Application/Control Number: 10/618,569 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3688 

With respect to claim 9, Katz teaches all elements of claim 8. Furthermore, Katz 
teaches a method wherein the broadcast signal is a television signal (Col. 17, lines 23- 
27). 

With respect to claim 12, Katz teaches all elements of claim 8. Furthermore, 
Katz teaches a method further comprising a user account database storing user 
account identifiers in association with at least one message delivery mode preference 
(Fig. 6, 332, Fig. 10, and Col. 7, lines 45-51), and wherein the ad delivery module is 
operative to deliver the message to each user using the delivery mode specified in a 
corresponding user account (Fig. 10 and Col.27, lines 22-35). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

ClaimlO is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Katz et al (US 
6,055,513). 

With respect to claim 10, Katz teaches all elements of claim 8, including 
broadcasting through Internet access, cable, television, direct broadcast, satellite 
broadcast, e-mail facsimile, and voice mail or otherwise (Co/. 17, lines 23-27). 
However, Katz does not explicitly teaches radio signal, it would have been obvious to 
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one ordinary skill in the art to modify Katz's invention by adding radio broadcasting 
signal in order to transmit advertisement message to a user. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SABA DAGNEW whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3271 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric W. Stamber can be reached on 571-272-6724. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IS. D.I /Donald L. Champagne/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3688 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3688 



